
What Does It Look Like to Be the Church?  

We don’t just go to church; we are the Church, and that means loving our neighbors as ourselves where 

we are. But how do we do that right now? The best way to discover the needs of neighbors is simply to 

text or call and ask how they’re doing. Please be mindful of the specific situation in your community and 

follow guidelines provided by local health authorities. Here are some ideas for being the Church right 

where you are: 

• Text or call people you know who are vulnerable (elderly, asthmatic, organ-transplant 

recipients, those living with MS, HIV, cancer, diabetes, etc.) and ask how they are feeling. Listen 

to them. Pray with them. Ask if there’s anything they need. 

• FaceTime or call your friends and family. Skip the text. As people are practicing social distancing, 

seeing your face and/or hearing your voice will go a long way for their well-being, as it will 

yours. Talk about anything and everything, especially if it doesn’t have to do with world events. 

• Email your neighborhood or housing association and offer to pick up prescriptions or groceries 

for those who can’t, or shouldn’t. Again, only do this if you know you are well.  

• Call your local food banks, local partners, and non-profits and ask about what would best assist 

their efforts. 

• Give. God has blessed many of us with margin—both financially and with our time. Look for 

ways to be generous with your family, your friends, your church, and your neighbors. 

• Look for needs on social media. People are quick to point out that they’re in need on social 

media. Maybe someone needs encouragement, prayer, or someone just to be kind. Meet a 

need.  

• Give back to an essential worker by giving them a nice tip or purchasing a gift card for them. If 

you know someone personally, mail them an encouraging note with a small gift. 

• Call or text parents you know. With school being postponed for a month or more, there could be 

some moms and dads struggling with the new reality of working from home and balancing the 

needs of their children. Sometimes just talking with another adult helps.  

• Pray specifically. Pray for a vaccine that works. Pray for healing and protection for your 

neighbors all around the world. Pray for God to show you when, where, and how to act.  

• Refuse the urge to hoard supplies. Be prepared, but don’t be so prepared that others can’t be.  

• If you already have more of any supplies than you need, no shame, just share with your 

neighbors. 

• Be empathetic toward others. Don’t just shrug people off and tell them not to worry. Be a kind 

listener and show them the reason for the hope that you have. 

• If it’s possible where you live and you are not experiencing any signs of illness, pick up and drop 

off groceries for elderly individuals in your neighborhood. 



• Choose to be the end of any unfounded rumors you hear. Instead, spread true information and 

hope. You are the light of the world.  

• Start and share a Bible Plan about facing anxiety. Here is a good one… 

https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/16022-anxious-for-nothing  

• Offer to pray with people. It’s amazing how often people will gladly accept prayer, and it’s even 

more incredible to watch how talking to God with others can bring so much peace. 

• Discover local needs in your community through your neighborhood association, local schools, 

city government, and local nonprofits, and find out if there is some way you can help.  

• Invite friends and neighbors to Church Online and look into volunteering there.  

• Connect with others. We don’t have to be physically present to be emotionally available for one 

another. We can text, FaceTime, Skype, call, write letters, or email people we care about. Stay in 

touch with your Small Group, family, or friends digitally. Share prayer requests and pray for one 

another. You can even use the new YouVersion Bible App feature, Prayer! 

• Join or lead a Small group Online. Physical distance doesn’t mean a lack of social connection. 

You can meet online! If you don’t currently have a small Group, contact the church and we will 

be glad to help facilitate that!  If you are already part of a small group, consider temporarily 

meeting online using video conference solutions like Zoom, Talky, Google Duo, FaceTime, or 

whatever platform will work best for your Group. You can text spiritual questions to one 

another in a group thread. You can do Plans With Friends in the YouVersion Bible App. There are 

tons of ways to stay connected digitally, even when you can’t physically. 

Health and Safety Reminders 

• Stay up to date with recommendations and requirements from your local, state, and federal 

government.  

• Practice social distancing and excellent hygiene, and use caution when meeting with others in 

any way.  

• If you believe you may have been in contact with someone infected by Coronavirus (COVID-19), 

please contact your health care provider, practice all recommended health guidelines, and keep 

coming back for hope and encouragement at CLCfamily.church. 

Remember, just because church is different right now doesn’t mean we stop being the Church. We are 

the Church. And as the Church, we have an opportunity to live out the love, hope, joy, and peace that 

can only be found in Jesus.  We will live by faith, trusting that the Holy Spirit is at work in homes around 

the world as people continue to worship God together online, with family, or as the Church wherever 

they are. 

 

 

 

https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/16022-anxious-for-nothing
https://zoom.us/
https://talky.io/
https://duo.google.com/about/
https://my.bible.com/app

